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Section 7 
 

Elevating Trash Receptacles 
 
Purpose 
 
AIBM and their predators have been documented foraging in trash 
receptacles on the beach and are considered as an attractive nuisance to the 
beach mice because they will burrow under the cans. Elevating trash cans 
may reduce the potential for predators of AIBM to congregate on the beach, 
and have positive conservation benefits for AIBM.   
 
 
Relevant ITP Conditon(s) - G.2.b. 
 

b. Elevating Trash Receptacles. “By May 1 of the first full nesting 
season following the issuance date of this Permit, the Permittee shall 
locate all County-placed trash receptacles within the Plan Area on 
elevated posts at the seaward boundary of the Conservation Zone 
throughout the Plan Area, except from the north jetty of St. Augustine 
Inlet south and west to the Tolomato River (commonly known as 
Porpoise Point area) where the trash receptacle posts and associated 
Conservation Zone signage shall be no closer than 30 feet from 
vegetated dunes or coastal structures.   

 
HCP Performance During 2007 
 
Implementation: In the summer of 2006 County trash receptacles located 
on Anastasia Island and north of the St. Augustine Inlet extending north to 
Vilano beach were placed on post in the appropriate locations as mentioned 
in the Condition above.  Trash cans located north of Vilano beach were not 
placed on post. Trash cans were affixed to a single post with hooks on both 
sides and a small footing to provide stability. Conservation Zone (CZ) signs 
were placed in between the cans on the post prior to the 2007 nesting season.   
 
Assessment: AIBM have not been documented north of the GTMNERR, 
formerly known as Guana River State Park. Therefore, the priority to place 
trash cans on post in this area was not urgent.  Due to the weight of the cans 
the small footings located beneath the cans would often break off completely 
allowing the cans to hang in front of the CZ signs. In addition, the hooks 
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would quite often break off completely and the cans would then be standing 
on sand.   
 
Program Improvements: The method mentioned above has proven to be 
inefficient and costly.  Staff at Beach Services spends time and money 
installing new hooks all too often.  Therefore, a new design for the trash 
cans has been developed and is being tested on the City of St. Augustine 
Beach.  The new trash can holders are built to sustain heavy loads by 
installing the cans on a wooden handle affixed to the main post and a solid 
footing to withstand the heavy trash cans.  Mickler’s Park located in north 
Ponte Vedra beach will also receive new trash can holders elevating the 
trash cans and complying with the condition as mentioned above.  In 
addition, the trash can holders will be equipped with one trash can and one 
recycling bin.  The recycling bins are part of a pilot program created by the 
County’s Recreation and Parks Coastal Naturalist.  These areas will act as a 
pilot program for both trash and recycling in hopes that other areas of the 
beaches will receive the same types of bins.  Vilano and Porpoise Point will 
most likely receive the next installation of new trash can holders.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


